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EDITORIAL 
The Fifth Conference on Foundations of Software Tec~nolog~~ and Theoretical Com- 
pufer Science (FST/TCS 5) was held in New Delhi on December 16-18, 1985. The 
Conference was sponsored jointly by the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi, and 
the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Bombay. 
The first of this series of annual conferences was organized to provide a forum 
where computer scientists working in India in the theoretical and foundational 
aspects, could meet, discuss problems of current research and present papers along 
with professionals from the rest of the world. There is no doubt that this has been 
achieved during the last few years of its organization. Judging from the large number 
of papers of high quality that are received, it is clear that this series is becoming 
increasingly popular. We hope that this trend continues and the aim of this series 
of annual conferences as a meeting ground for theoretical computer scientists from 
India and abroad will be fulfilled in a large measure. 
Out of 90 papers that were submitted, 25 were selected for presentation, after 
detailed refereeing. The proceedings of the Conference containing the presented 
papers appear as Lecture Notes in Computer Science, Volume 206, edited by S. N. 
Maheshwari and published by Springer, Berlin. A few of these were selected and 
authors were requested to send in revised versions of their papers. Those which 
were submitted were carefully refereed again and are included in this special issue. 
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